
I 

REMEMBER

JOE BRAINARD

September

21, 2021

Anaya Martin

Arshi Ali

Shane Donnally

Fawaz Khan

English 1102
 

Dr.  Sturm

Coming 
Of 
Age



For artifact one, we created an index that tracks the theme of coming of age

in the experimental memoir, I Remember by Joe Brainard composed of a list of

“I remember” statements presented in non-chronological order. Brainard’s

memoir follows his coming of age as a gay male artist who moves from Tulsa,

Oklahoma to a community of artists in New York City. The range of

experiences in the book, along with its experimental format, challenged us

to question what we consider to be a coming of age moment. ' Through closer

attention to the book, we defined the scope of coming of age as reference to a

memory that marks a transition from childhood into adulthood, including

experiences that mark a loss of innocence, exposure to social and cultural

influences, and a gaining of self-awareness through growing up. At the same

time, the definition of coming of age is still ambiguous. In I Remember, we

come to the conclusion that coming of age includes reinventing yourself,

learning from the experiences, ugly or beautiful, and from your perspective

creating the life you desire.
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During analyzing it quickly became evident that our theme is a

central part of I Remember. You could even say I Remember by Joe

Brainard is a coming of age memoir that encompasses art and

fashion, metaphysics, People, Family, and Sexual experiences.

Through analyzing these facets we learned that people and

sexual experiences were the highlight of the coming of age

moments in this text, compromising 65.7% of them as seen in the

graph above. Keeping this in mind. The following index is what

we believe represents Joe Brainard's Coming of age moments in I

Remember. 

 

Sexual Experiences

34.3%

People

31.4%

Family

12.7%

Meta-Physics

11.8%

Art and Fashion

9.8%

While reading our index you will find words that may seem out of place.

Although some of these may not seem like they qualify for coming of age

moments, their context is important. One example being the word “Feet”

on page 25. This word references Brainard recalling body parts and

features he likes within the context of sexual experiences. The

exploration and discovery of the sexual world in our view is

undoubtedly a coming of age moment. It's a learning experience, a new

perspective. In our index, you will see many similar words only

further showcasing the depth and density of coming of age in this

memoir.

 



A

Adopting a child, 47

Affection,18

Airplanes, 68

Allwarm, 56

Alone, 18, 32

Appearance, 13

Art, 6 (2), 8, 9, 19, 20, 23

   Arts, 8

B

Baby, 45

Baby blue gabardine, 53

Badges, 57

Barber, 65

Bathroom, 10

Bathtub, 6

Beautiful 5, 23

Bed, 13

   Beds, 13

Believe, 10, 11, 12, 21, 29

Bell, 22

Bing Crosby, 56

Birthday, 5 (2), 89 (2), 90 (2)

   Birthday party, 90

Black, 5 (2), 7

Blond, 13

Blouses, 13
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Blow myself, 35

Blue, 9, 52

   Blue jeans, 9, 11, 12

Boat, 25

Body, 9, 25 (3)

Boogers, 15

Book, 8

   Novels, 8

Boston, 8 (3)

Boy, 5, 9, 10 (3), 13 (3), 17, 21, 23, 34, 40 (2), 77

   Boys, 23, 25, 29, 82

   Boy scout, 57

   Cowboy, 50, 68

   Hoody boy, 11, 12 

   Popular boy, 82, 101

   Young boy, 82

Breasts, 23

Bride, 4

Brother, 22, 55

Brown-Dunkin’s, 10

Brush, 6

Bus, 10

 Bus station, 6

Buy, 21 (2)

   Buying, 17

C

Cafeteria, 18

Campaign speech, 53



Can-can slips, 10

Cancer, 80

Certain, 81 (2), 90 (2)

Cheap, 13

Cheated, 15

Cheerleader, 11, 12

Christmas, 56

   Christmas carols, 56

Cigar, 100

Cigarette, 4, 8, 61, 94, 104

Class, 14

 Gym class, 11, 12, 21

Clock, 10

Cock, 22 (2), 40, 47, 48, 49, 79, 101

Cold mornings, 73

Collection, 9

Comics, 16

Committing, 18

Convince, 22

Cootie catchers, 68

Cousin, 48

Cowboy, 50, 68

Creep, 10

Cried, 4

Crotch, 6

Crush, 48

Cryeating, 4

Cum, 79



D

Dance, 17

   Dancer 13, 18

   Dances, 9

Dandelions, 22

Day, 5, 8, 9

   Daydreams, 18 (4)

   Days, 10

Decided, 5 (2)

Depression, 7

Dick, 6, 22, 38 (2)

Died, 8, 9, 26 (2)

   Dying, 18

Disappointed, 31 (2)

Dishpan hands, 52

Divorced, 13

Doctor, 17

Downtown, 10 (2)

Drama, 7

Drank, 9

   Drunk, 6, 21

Drawing, 4

Dream, 5, 90, 105

   Daydreams, 18 (4)

   Wet dream, 22, 24, 25

Drunk, 6, 21

   Drank, 9



Dye, 6

Dyke, 9

E

Eager, 25

Eating, 4, 19, 20

Embarrassed, 38

Employees, 13

Erection, 17

   Erections, 4, 13, 22

Evening, 5, 9

Excited, 6

    Exciting, 6, 27

Experience, 6 (2)

Eye shadow, 9

F

Face, 6, 7

Fair, 23

Fantasy, 86

Father, 9, 23, 34

   Father’s, 51

Fear, 14, 82

Feeling, 10, 15

Feet, 25 (2)

Female, 79

Ferry, 7

Field, 11, 12

Fingerprinting 57, 58



First, 4 (3), 5, 6 (3), 9, 10, 17, 23, 33, 84

   First-aid, 57

Frank O’ Hara, 8, 9 (3)

freak (9)

fun (5)

G

Gay, 101

Ghost, 55

Girl, 9, 22, 105

   Girl-love of my life, 32, 33  

   Girls, 10 (2), 23, 41

   Pin-up girls, 68

God, 28, 29, 35, 41, 52

Goodbye, 13

Gown, 5

Grade, 9, 13

   Grade school, 13, 14, 23

Grass, 5, 18, 22

Green, 5 (2), 6

   Green blackboards, 17

Grew, 9

Gum, 15

Gun, 10 (2)

Guy, 6)

Gym class, 11, 12, 21

H

Haircut, 65



Halloween, 17, 55

Handshake, 9

Handsome, 5

Happy, 56

Headache, 11, 12

Hard-on, 82

Hard work, 90

Heart, 18

High school, 5(3), 13, 51

   Junior high school, 53, 68

Hill, 4

Hobo, 55

Home, 6, 21

   Home-room, 14

Hoody boys, 11, 12

Horsy-looking girl, 11, 12

Hours, 13

House, 18

Hugged, 23

Hurt, 32

I

Ice cream man, 18

Invited, 13 (2)

J

Jeans, 52

   Blue Jeans, 9, 11, 12

Jesus, 28



Jerk off, 35

   Jerking off, 25 (3)

John Kennedy, 5

Junior high school, 53, 68

K

Kids, 105

Kill, 39

Kool-Aid, 17

L

Lady, 17

Learning, 9, 83

Leaves, 22

Legs, 25

Lessons, 5

Letter, 18, 23(2)

   Love letter, 13

Letting people win, 47

Librarian, 13

Library, 8

Life, 28

Lincoln Logs, 52

Linoleum, 52

Little, 4,5,13,77(2), 80, 81

Lived, 8

Locker rooms, 39

Long, 4



Love, 18

   Love letter, 13

Lucille Ball, 5

M

Mad, 9

Magazine, 21

   Magazines, 21

Malts, 13

Man, 21

   Ice cream man, 18

   Men, 22 (2)

Marilyn Monroe, 4, 9, 19, 20

Men, 22 (2)

   Man, 21

Melted, 74

Minister, 5

Miss, 13(2)

Money, 21, 29, 73

Morning, 4, 13, 16

   Cold mornings, 73

Mother, 4, 5, 13 (2), 22, 23, 78, 83, 85

   Mothers, 14

   Mother’s, 9

Mouth, 11, 12, 19, 20

Movie, 4, 6(2), 25

   Movie theater, 6

   Movie stars, 78



Mr., 19, 20

Mrs., 9, 19, 20

Museum, 6(2), 8

N

Naked, 21, 23(2), 42, 86

Name, 11, 12

Naps, 17

Navels, 25

Necking, 91

Negroes, 41

New York City, 11, 12

Night, 6, 7, 13, 16

Nose, 19, 20

Notebook, 23

   Notebooks, 22, 23

Novels, 8

   Books, 8

O

Obvious, 83(2)

Ocean, 7,25 

Oil painting, 6

Oklahoma, 4

One day, 9,10,11,12,13(2),17,19,20,22

P

Painted, 6, 8, 17(3), 23

   Oil painting, 6



Pants, 6,10,22

   Blue jeans, 9, 11, 12

Parents, 22, 23

   Mother, 4, 5, 13(2), 22, 23, 78, 83, 85

   Mothers, 14

   Mother’s, 9

   Father, 9, 23, 34

   Father’s, 51

Parties, 15

   Party, 4,5,90(2)

   Birthday party, 90

Pen and pencil sets, 52

Person, 14, 22

Photograph, 23

Picture card machines, 68

Pin-up girls, 68

Play, 9,13

   Playing, 9

Poor, 13

Popular, 5

Principal, 10, 11, 12, 19, 20

Punish, 5

Put to sleep, 26

Q

Queer, 5, 9, 27, 35, 61, 89

Questions, 10

Quitting, 33



R

Raking, 22

Read, 8

   Reading, 8

Realize, 28

Red, 5

Reply, 22

Restaurant, 15

Reveal, 9

Riding, 10

Room, 13

   Bathroom, 10

   Home-room, 14

   Locker rooms, 39

   Shower rooms, 25

Ron Padgett, 52

Rosemary Clooney, 52

Run, 11, 12

S

Sad, 56

Safe Deposit box, 10(3)

Safety guard, 14

Santa Claus, 13, 21

Satin, 5

Saturday, 16

Save, 73

Scandal, 13



Scared, 41, 42

School, 4, 5, 6, 9, 10(2), 13(5), 18, 19, 20, 22(2), 23, 55, 90,

94, 99, 105

   Grade school, 13, 14, 23

   High school, 5(3), 13, 51

   Junior high school, 53, 68

Science, 13

Secret, 9

Seduce, 11,12

   Seducing, 25

Sexual, 6(2)

   Sexual fantasies, 25(5),47

   Sexy, 93, 101

   Unsexy, 21

Shaggy dog stories, 52

Shirt, 17

Shop, 6

Shot, 5

Shoveling, 73

Shower rooms, 25

Sidewalks, 74

Sing, 17

   Singer, 18

   Singing, 18

Sissy, 9, 34

Sister, 10,39

   Sister’s, 13

Skeleton, 55



Sky, 23

Sleeping, 17

Smoke, 23

   Smoked, 9

   Smoking, 23

Snack bar, 13

Snow, 74

“Socialite corner”, 66

Sock, 5

Sound, 18

St. Louis, 6

Stage, 18

Staten Island, 7

Steamy , 25

Store, 17

Stories, 36, 37(2)

   Shaggy dog stories, 52

   Story, 37

Straight, 88

Strange, 10, 25

Street, 13,21,23

Stucco houses, 52

Stutter, 5

Stuttered, 11,12

Subway, 6

Suicide, 18

Summer, 17

   Summertime, 16



Sunburn, 17

Sunday, 4,16

Supposed to, 83

Swimming, 21

   Swimming pool, 17

T

Tattoo, 6

Teacher, 6, 9, 13, 19, 20, 23(2), 81 (2), 89, 99

Tears, 18

Television, 5

Tent, 13

The Misfits, 19, 20

Thing, 17, 19, 20

   Things, 17

Thinking, 23(2)

   Thought, 4, 6 

Throat, 19, 20

Thursday, 5

Time, 4, 5, 6, 9(2)

   Times, 4, 11, 12

Tits, 23

Together, 9

Tonsils, 19(2), 20(2)

Took lives,42

Torso muscles, 25

Toys, 21

Train, 4



Tried, 8,10 (2), 11(2), 12(2)

   Trying, 81, 83, 88(2), 90, 95(3)

Tulsa, 4,10 

   Tulsa’s, 10

Tumor, 42

Tuxedo, 21

U

Ugly, 23

Undertaker, 13(3)

Underwear, 5, 6, 21, 22(2)

Unhappy, 18

Unsexy, 21

Unzip, 10

V

Valentine, 14

Vanilla ice cream, 19, 20

Visions, 25

W

Waist, 23, 48

Wear, 22

   Wearing, 9, 17

Wet, 22, 25 (2)

   Wet dream, 22, 24, 25

What to “do” next, 82

White, 9



Window, 6

Woman, 23

Won, 23(2)

Wondering, 79

Woods, 25

Words, 11,12

Wore, 5(2)

Worked, 5, 13, 17

Y

Yard, 13, 22

Years, 4, 13

Yellow, 5 (2)

Young, 6, 25, 78, 81, 86, 99

   Young boy, 101


