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Introduction
Our task for this artifact was to create an 
index for the poem, alphabet by Inger 
Christensen, focusing on the nonhuman 
characteristics of the text. The poem is 
comprised of a vast array of vocabulary, 
which effectively experimented with the 
idea of existence while taking a scientific 
approach to depict the beauty of the 
natural world. Nonhuman is used to 
classify the environment and inert 
elements that are a part of our lives. 
These elements control not only the 
content of our world, but also our 
perception of it. There are countless 
entities in our world that one could 
consider nonhuman. As a result, analyzing 
the poem through this lens was not 
simple, since it required us to question 
which elements would have existed 
without humanity. While most of the 
words presented in the index appear to 
be simply inanimate objects, we have 
also incorporated adjectives and 
abstract ideas that we concluded can 
exist without human presence. However, 
the creation of our artifact did include an 
abundant amount of philosophical 
debate.  

Our decision making process began by 
filtering out words that were apparently 
human, such as child or mother. Though 

some decisions were unanimous, 
discourse arose when we found 

ourselves engaging in deeper concepts; 
some examples of abstract ideas that 
could exist without mankind are absence, 
contagious, and luck. Cardinal directions 
(north, south, east, and west) were specific 
words that lead to a lively debate. We 
decided that north is only considered north 
because humanity decided for it to exist, 
and as a result came to the conclusion that 
directions are completely man-made. Even 
though north is not a living organism, we 
made the ultimate decision that we should 
exclude them from our index since they 
represent an idea that would not exist 
without the presence of humans. We tried 
to incorporate this thought process into the 
making of our entire index, but truly found 
ourselves questioning the placement of 
words throughout the whole process. The 
index below is the final culmination of our 
ideas. 

Christensen uses a variety of natural phenomenon 
within her poem; this is a breakdown of her most 

common nature subgroups. 

Use of Nature Elements
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Reading Reflection
While reading alphabet through a nonhuman lens, it was apparent that we 
were simply scanning the pages for nouns. With this in mind, we began to 
question our own knowledge of these words, as it became evident that we 
only knew their meaning because other humans had taught them to us. As we 
recognized this loss of meaning, we had to remind ourselves to ignore this 
phenomenon, or we would never complete the index. During our discussions, 
we would find ourselves unintentionally focusing on specific words, and as the 
conversation went on, we began to question how these words apply to our 
lives.  Christensen spent a great deal of time describing the environment, and 
went into detail describing different types of plants, trees, and birds. We were 
not as challenged by these words, as they had a concrete meaning and could 
not be interpreted in more than one way.  It was when we came across large 
concepts that our debates reached depth, and the more these words were 
repeated, the more we realized that their meanings are subjective.   

Viewing the poem this way, it became difficult to envision it as an entire unit. 
The lyrical flow of words that occur from reading Christensen’s poem out loud 
disappeared, and the stanzas felt choppy. Up until now, most works we have 
read appear to follow a narrative, 
but alphabet does not. This is why 
the poem appears to us as an 
amalgam of words that was 
difficult to decipher. With this new 
lens we viewed alphabet with, it 
was easier to look at each item 
Christensen listed separately, but 
more difficult to comprehend how 
all these items came together to 
create a story.  

Frequency of the Ten Most Common Words

Our analysis of the ten most used nonhuman 
words within the poem.



A 
absence, 70, 71 

ages, 20 (2), 62 (2) 

air, 33, 41, 52, 54, 58, 59, 67, 71, 73 

all, 31, 40 

alone, 64, 65, 75  

anemones*, 60 

angels, 47 

animals, 44, 49, 54, 58, 76 

apple, 35 

apricot, 16 (3), 29 (2), 35 

          apricot trees, 11 (2),16 (3), 28, 34 

          dried apricots, 29 

Arctic Ocean, 31, 64 (2) 

arms, 52 

ash tree, 17 

avenue, 56 

B 
back, 64, 65 

background, 38 

banks, 44 

bark, 42           

          barkskin, 42 

bat, 22 

beach, 46 

beaks, 45 

bed, 47, 55 

beeches, 60 

bench, 67 

berries, 26 

bindweed, 57 

birch, 29, 42, 45 (2), 46, 49 (2) 

          birch tree, 17 

bird, 16, 25 (2), 28, 41, 42, 48, 49, 54, 76 

          doves, 14 (3), 21, 23, 26, 41, 57, 69,        

          70, 71 

          ducks, 15 

                    Eider Duck, 46 

          fisherbird herons, 16 

          geese, 17 

          gulls, 70 

          gyrfalcons, 23 

          hawk, 41, 58 

          lapwings, 36 

          nightingale, 63 

          ospreys, 16 

          owls, 17, 63 

          parrot, 41 

          ptarmigans, 16 

          sparrow, 23, 58, 67     

bit, 21 (2), 75, 76 

black, 36, 67 

blackberries, 12, 39 

Black Sea, 65 (2) 

blood, 57 

bloom,66 

blossoms, 21 

blue, 20 (2), 29, 32 

          bluish, 71 

body, 45, 46 

bogs, 56 

bomb, 23, 30, 40 
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Nonhuman Index of alphabet  

*Click on underlined terms for additional visuals

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0aUA8BvylZg


bottle, 50 

bowl, 53 

box, 50 

branches, 17 (2), 28, 76 

bracken, 12, 18, 36, 46 (2), 71 

brain, 18, 22, 47, 55 

bread, 26, 52 

break, 73 

breasts, 44 

brick, 28 

brickworks, 38 (2), 39 

bromine, 12, 45 

brownish, 71 

buds, 26 

burned-off, 77 

C 
calendar, 36 

canal, 66 

cancer, 21 

canopy, 54 

canvas, 73 

capacity, 40 

caper, 26 

cargo, 23 

carnation, 63 

catkins, 29 

cave, 76 

          cavern, 54, 70 

cedars, 13 

          cedar tree, 17 

cell, 44, 62 

chairs, 47 

chamomile, 21, 58 

chaos, 74 

chestnut, 35 

chicory, 13, 20 (2) 

          chicory blooms, 52 

chill, 76 

chlorine, 55 

chrome, 20 (2), 65 

cicadas, 13 (3), 20 (2), 49, 50 

circle, 32, 59 

cities, 54 

citrus trees, 13, 66 

clay, 57 

clear, 56 

cloak, 40, 52, 62 

clocks, 74 

cloud, 20, 41, 42, 54, 56, 59, 66, 71 

clover, 21 

clucking, 70 

coal, 38 (2), 52 

coffin, 21, 41 

coin, 50 

colour, 16, 58, 71 

        black, 36, 67 
          blue, 20 (2), 29, 32 

          bluish, 71 

          brownish, 71  

          greyish, 71 

          summer-grey, 74 

          yellow, 20 (2) 

          wine-red, 70 

comet, 18 

complex, 70 

contagious, 73 
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contours, 73 

core, 47 

corner, 47, 58 

cover, 66 

          coverlet, 67 

cracks, 73 

          crackles, 56 

cranes, 23 

creatures, 22 

crown, 62 

crumbles, 57 

crystal, 21 (2), 49, 51 

          crystalline, 70 

curtain, 23, 37 

cypresses, 13 

D 
dark, 57, 62 

          darkness, 21 (4), 44, 60 

day, 30 (3), 62, 70 

          daylight, 58 

death, 14 (2), 26, 43, 53, 56 (2), 60 (2), 71 

          deathbed, 51 

defoliants, 54 

design, 33 (2), 71 

dew, 22 

die, 27, 30 (2), 35, 42, 56, 76 

dioxin, 14, 54 

distance, 75, 76 

dog, 18, 26, 34, 67, 75 

doll, 14, 21 (2), 53 

dome, 65 

door, 29, 47 

          doorsteps, 58 

dots, 59 

doves, 14 (3), 21, 23, 26, 41, 57, 69, 70, 71 

dream, 22, 34 (2), 49 

          dreamer, 14, 21, 34 (2), 73 

drifting, 26, 56 

drizzle, 21 

drop, 42, 71 (2), 73, 76 

dry, 21, 42, 67 

ducks, 15 

          eider duck, 46 

dust, 29, 52, 76 

 dusty, 26 

E 
eagerness, 17 

Earth, 23 (8), 28, 47, 55, 56, 73, 76 

          earthly, 60, 67 

          earthside, 45 

eddy, 21, 54 

edge, 38 

effects, 40 

egg, 45, 52, 71 

egrets, 23 

elk, 15 

elm, 15, 33 

          elm tree, 57 

entrails, 73 

equation, 33 

errors, 16 

expression, 33 

eye, 41, 52, 53, 58, 72, 75 

F 
face, 33, 53 
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factory-white, 63 

falcons, 16, 23 

famine, 19 

fear, 74 

feast, 34 

feather, 41, 63, 71, 73 (2) 

          feathering, 57 

fence, 38, 76 

fields, 38, 54, 77 

fig trees, 16 

figures, 38 

filaments, 59 

fire, 25, 52, 53 (2), 62 

          fireweed, 17 

fish, 16 (2), 26 

fisherbird herons, 16 

flames, 76 

flash, 30 

flax, 18 

fleeces, 16 

flies, 76 

flight, 54, 55,69 

flower, 18, 35, 46, 59 

          flowering, 62 

flutters, 67, 73 

foam, 59 

fog, 60 

food, 33, 70 

foreground, 39 

forehead, 73 

forest, 38, 42, 50, 54 (2), 75, 76 

fossils, 73 

fragment, 29 

fresco, 45 

fronds, 36 

frozen, 56,57  

fruit, 16, 29 (2), 34, 54 

          apple, 35 

          apricot, 16 (3), 29 (2), 35 

                    apricot trees, 11 (2),16 (3), 28, 34 

                    dried apricots, 29 

          berries, 26 

          blackberries, 12, 39 

          fruit trees, 16, 21 

          melon, 44 

          strawberries, 23 

fury, 31 (2) 

G 
game, 57 

garden, 17,18, 28, 66, 76 

gate, 66 

gauze, 73 

gaze, 21 (2) 

geese, 17 

gift, 50 

glass, 53 

goats, 17 

goods, 44 

gorse, 17 

gourds, 17 

grain, 43 

grass, 17, 23, 45, 54 
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          grassblades, 52 

grave, 50 

gravel, 67 

greyish, 71 

          greylight, 57 

ground, 26, 75, ,67 

group,  25 (2), 31, 76 

grubs, 42, 75 

gulls, 70 

guns, 17 (4) 

gusts, 38 

gyrfalcons, 23 

H 
hail, 18 

hairs, 52 

harbour, 70 

hare, 18 (2), 76 

harm, 40 

harvest, 18 

hawk, 41, 58 

haze, 14, 22, 56 

heart, 19 (3), 23 (2), 60 (2), 61, 74 

heat, 56 

heights, 22 

helicopter, 18 

henbane, 18 

herd, 39 

hillslope, 19 

history, 34 

hollows, 18 (2) 

home, 39, 49 

honey, 19 

horse, 18 

house, 18, 28 (2), 29, 58 (2) 

          house corners, 58 

hydrangeas, 18  

I 
ice, 20 (2), 36, 52, 60 

          ice ages, 62 

          ice drifts, 64 

import, 44 

indestructible, 67 

infrared, 76 

insects, 22, 49, 62 

iris, 20, 21 

iron, 23 (2) 

irrelevant, 76 

isle, 52 

isotopes, 40 

J 
jade, 22 

jasmine, 23 

jasper, 23 

jet planes, 23 

jewel chest, 52 

jungle, 74 

juniper, 15 

K 
kitchen, 25, 29, 30 

knotgrass, 26 

L 
lacewings, 20 

ladders, 22 
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lake, 20, 50, 52 

lambs, 21 

lands, 67 

landscapes, 21 

lantanas, 20 

lapwings, 36 

lawless, 67 

leaf, 42, 76 

          leaves, 18 (2), 25 (2), 45 (2), 52, 57, 59  

lichen, 42 

lid, 30 

light, 17, 21 (3), 25 (2), 42, 45 (2), 49, 52 (2),      

         58 (2), 63, 65 

          lightness, 33 

          lightning, 60 

          lightstorms, 60 

likeness, 33 

living room, 26 

loneliness, 15 

longing, 33 

looks, 64, 65  

lotus, 33 

luck, 53 

lustre, 73 

M 
mackerel, 44 

maize, 44 

manna, 33 

maps, 73 

marble, 44 

marked, 60 

marshes, 42 

meadow, 36, 55 

meat, 53 

melon, 44 

membrane, 52, 73 

metal, 44 (2), 50, 66 

milk, 21 (2), 44 

Milky Way, 52 

mine shafts, 44 

minuscule, 70 

mirror, 37, 42, 55 

mist, 46 

moment, 28, 73 

moon, 18, 27, 44, 63 (2), 75 

morning, 36, 46 (2), 54 

mountain, 44, 45, 52 

mouse, 54 

mud, 41, 42 

mugwort, 17 

mussels, 59 

mystery, 44 

N 
nadir, 62 

naiads, 63 (3) 

namelessness, 62 (2) 

naos, 62 

narwhal, 63 (2) 

nest-building, 58 

nests, 23, 42 

          nestless, 67 

          nest-building, 58 

nettle, 55 

new, 63 

night, 22, 62, 63, 76 
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 nightjar, 63 

 nightshade, 62 

nightingale, 63 

numbers, 20 

O 
oaks, 15, 17 

oblivion, 17, 42 

observed, 76 

ocean, 64 (8) 

omens, 23 

openness, 70 

options, 33 

order, 74 

ordinary, 70 

ore, 44 

ospreys, 16 

overgrown, 66 

owls, 17, 63 

oxygen, 20 (4), 21, 71 

P 
Pacific, 31 

painting, 38,  

pane, 69 

paper, 69, 72, 75 

parrot, 41 

particles, 57, 74 

passion, 33 (2) 

path, 17, 38, 52, 67 

peace, 41, 69, 72 

pearl, 59, 36 

peeling, 73 

pins, 21 

place, 28, 37, 57 

plain, 28, 52 

planet, 22, 74 

planned, 65 

plantation, 41 

plant, 59 

 beeches, 60 

 bracken, 12, 18, 36, 46 (2), 71 

 buds, 26 

 catkin, 29 

 chamomile, 21, 58 

 fireweed, 17 

 flax, 18 

 flower, 18, 35, 46, 59 

  flowering, 62 

 gorse, 17 

 henbane, 18 

 hydrangeas, 18  

 iris, 20, 21 

 jasmine, 23 

 juniper, 15 

 knotgrass, 26 

 lantanas, 20 

 leaf, 42, 76 

  leaves, 18 (2), 25 (2), 45 (2), 52,    

                         57, 59  

 lotus, 33 

 nettle, 55 

 nightshade, 62 

 pondweed, 63 

 poppies, 38 

 primrose, 63  
 rhubarb, 28 

�10



 roses, 56 

 seaweed, 59 

 squawroot, 42 

 sweetgrass, 16 

 violets, 60 

platform, 67 

play, 33 

plea, 31 

plums, 57 

poem, 14 

          poetry, 41 

point, 62 

poisonous, 56 

polar bears, 20 

pollen, 56  

pondweed, 63 

poppies, 38 

potatoes, 25, 30 

pounds, 75 

presence, 71 

primrose, 63 

ptarmigans*, 16 

puffs, 31 

purse, 18 

Q 
quilt, 37 

R 
races, 74 

radiation, 76 

rain, 36, 38, 58 (2), 68 (2), 69 (2), 70 (3), 71 (3),    

        72, 76 (2) 

 raindrop, 42 

 raining, 69, 70 

rainbow, 21, 42, 52 

reflects, 66 

reindeer, 46 

remain, 57 

restless, 60 

rhubarb, 28 

riddle, 21, 46 

ripening, 60 

river, 18, 23, 58 

roads, 29 

rock, 56 

roll, 59 

room, 34, 47, 49 (2) 

root, 19, 23, 66, 42 

 rootstock, 56 

 root system, 52 

roses, 56 

rot, 42 

round, 69 

route, 28, 58 

S 
salt, 26, 44 

sameness, 15 

sand, 43, 54 (2) 

 sandstorm, 43 

scent, 29, 63 

script, 56  

scrutiny, 34 

sea, 20 (2), 43, 64 (8), 65 (5) 

seaweed, 59 

seclusion, 15 

seconds, 36 
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seed, 22, 35, 62 

settles, 57 

shadows, 18, 23, 38, 42, 66 

sheep, 16, 25 (2), 38, 39, 45 

sheets, 68 

shelf, 29 

shells, 59 

shelter, 43, 76 

ships, 73 

shoals, 44 

shore, 32, 54 

 shore lark, 52 

 shoreline, 46 

shot, 29 

shrubs, 54 

silence, 29, 60 

silk, 18 

silt, 41 

sinking, 73 

sinks, 57 

sky, 20 (2), 22 (2), 25 (2), 35, 46, 52, 54, 59, 62,      

       66 

 sky-blue, 56 

sleep, 18 

 sleeptrips, 45 

 sleepwalkers, 52 

slime-trails, 55 

slugs, 28, 36, 55 

smoking, 75, 76 

snow, 35 (7), 36 (6), 50, 52, 57, 60, 74 

 snowbanks, 58 

soap, 74 

solace, 62 

something, 29, 70 

somewhere, 24, 27, 28, 29, 66, 67, 71, 74,  

75, 76 

soot, 57, 74 

sorrow, 42, 54 

soul, 50 

sound, 32, 36, 61, 67 

space, 47, 62 

sparrow, 23, 58, 67 

sphere, 70 

spiders, 15 

spire, 52, 55 

spores, 36 

square,66 

squawroot, 42 

stalk, 55, 59 

star, 47, 52, 53, 55, 58, 76 (2) 

starfish, 59 

steam, 31 

steamboat, 41 

steps, 70 

stick, 75 

stone, 29, 32, 34, 42, 43, 46, 57, 58, 75 

stone-mountain, 52 

storm, 41 

story, 37 

strata, 71 

strawberries, 23 

streams, 20 

street, 17, 21 (2), 23, 28, 57, 66 

strips, 73 

strokes, 59 

stuff, 73 
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substance, 43 

summer-grey, 74 

sun, 20, 38, 45, 50, 52, 66, 74, 75 

 sunlight, 36, 37, 45, 58 

 sunshine, 62 

surface, 73 

sweetgrass, 16 

T 
table, 47 

tails, 16 

tawny owl, 63 

tears, 22, 36 

tents, 52 

thicket, 39 

thighs, 52 

thimble, 50 

things, 40, 43, 47,48, 49, 57 

threads, 54 

throne, 43 

thunder, 60 

ticking, 56 

tideline, 59 

tooth, 50 

town, 28, 45 

tracks, 58 

train, 38, 67, 68 

traveller, 49  

tree, 29, 33, 34, 35, 42, 54, 66 (2), 76 

 apricot trees, 11 (2),16 (3), 28, 34

ash tree, 17 

 beeches, 60 

 birch tree, 17 

 cedar tree, 17 

 chestnut, 35 

 citrus trees, 13, 66 

 cypresses, 13 

 elk, 15 

 elm, 15, 33, 57 

 fig trees, 16 

 fruit trees, 16, 21 

 juniper, 15 

 oaks, 15, 17 

 treetops, 60 

trip, 43, 49 

tufts, 45 

U 
unhappiness, 33 

unreality, 32 

V 
veil, 28, 73 

vinegar, 15 

violets, 60 

vortex, 43 

W 
wall, 28, 52 

washed, 67 

water, 26 (2), 32, 34, 41, 44, 45, 54 (2), 59,  

 64 (3), 65, 66, 71, 74, 75, 76 

waterfall, 56 

water’s edge, 59 

waves, 31 (2), 59 

weather, 30 

web, 71 

wheat, 18, 56, 60 
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whisper, 25 (2), 43 (2), 60, 67 

 whisperings, 44 (2) 

white, 21 (15), 22 (2), 34, 47 (2), 69, 72, 75 

 whitegold, 60 

 whitish, 71 

wild, 20, 21, 28, 58 

wind, 14, 41, 52, 56, 58, 59, 63, 67, 76  

windblown, 73 

window, 37, 68, 69 

wine-red, 70 

wings, 21, 45, 69 

 wingless, 62 

wood-sorrel, 60 

words, 27, 43, 71 

world, 32, 40, 70 

worm, 41 

Y 
yellow, 20 

yard, 17 

Z 
zenith, 62
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