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INTRODUCTION 
Creating an experimental index challenged not only the way we traditionally read but also the very 
basis of what we consider to be human. As a group, we found ourselves 
asking questions such as, “Is memory human?” or “Does chrome exist?” 
These questions prompted us to limit which words we considered human; we 
decided to constrain ourselves to objects, emotions, or ideas that would not 
exist if humans did not exist, not just naturally-occurring things that humans 
have named or “discovered.” Skimming the book caused us to ponder words 
not necessarily for how they contribute to the book as a whole, but rather 
their meaning as a stand-alone word. This type of close reading forced us to 
recognize that every word was individually and deliberately chosen for this 
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poem. The seemingly-random inclusion of explicitly human 
words, surrounded by traditional nature words, garners attention, 
reminding the reader of how random humans and human 
development can be to the natural world. An increased presence of 
human words following the introduction of the atom bomb and its 
destruction forces a key association of the human with the 
destructive and a reflection upon our relationship with the non-
human.  
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