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Introduction: the Process

When creating our experimental index, our topic of “science” seemed to be a rather broad topic to cover. It
sparked conversation of what qualifies as science and what did not, and it struck us that anything and
everything could be considered science. In order to make this encompassing topic more manageable, we
divided science into five subtopics: humans, animals, earth, chemicals and technology, and plants, as those
seem to be most integral to the poem. Although humans, animals, and plants arguably all fall under the
category of biology, we decided to split them because of the poem’s heavy emphasis on the natural world.
Each member of our group selected a subcategory of science, searched the poem for any mention of it, and
wrote down the words he or she found. Often times, we felt incredibly redundant but believed that being
inclusive of multiple perspectives were important. Although the product is one list, each subcategory was
completed by a different person, so everyone’s individual creativity and vision is present within the index.

Reading Experience

Unlike "traditional" reading, we read the text word by word instead of connecting the words to form a complete
thought. We scanned through the book searching for words that reminded us of our subcategory of science. It
caused us to notice the author's attitude of the poem through the structure, such as the tone of progressively
layering anxiety especially when the use of commas disappeared. Also, creating the index forced our group to
see the intersections between the different types of science (which we found perplexing because the lines
seemed so blurred). These connections put a spotlight on the poem’s ideas of the natural and the unnatural
being intertwined in a delicate balance, reminding us of the responsibility each facet of the environment has. It
was also difficult to differentiate between "science" and "non-science" because it is a topic created by both the
human and non-human. "alphabet" focused on nature and the danger of atomic weapons, often illustrating the
utter destruction left in its wake. It created a dichotomy between the science of humans versus the science of 1
nature, forcing us to understand the consequences of man’s impact not only on nature but on humans as well.
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#

140,000 dead (Hiroshima),
24,
60,000 dead (Nagasaki), 24

A

adults, 66

Africa, 64

air, 33, 41, 51, 58, 59, 67
air (poisonous), 54

air’s (play), 33

Alaska, 64

alien, 34

anemones, 60

angelic, 19

angels, 15

animals, 44, 49, 54, 58, 76

Antarctic Ocean, 64

apartment, 75

apple, 35

apricots, 16, 29, 35

Arctic Ocean, 64

atom bombs, 24

autumn, 60

avenue, 57

B

banks (marble of), 44
Barents Sea, 64, 65
bark, 42

bark (tree), 27
barkskin, 42
bat, 22
beach, 46
beak 45
Beaufort Sea, 64
Beeches, 60
bench, 67
berries, 26

bindweed, 57
birch, 29, 45, 46, 49
birch (dwarf), 42
bird, 16, 25, 27, 42, 48, 49
bird (baby), 26
bird (regal), 41
birds (withered), 54
blackberries, 12,18, 39
Black Sea, 65
blood, 57, 61
blossoms, 21
body, 25
bogs, 56
bomb, 23
bracken, 12, 36
brain, 61
brains, 18
branches, 17, 28, 76
breasts, 44
breeches(dutchman’s), 23
brickworks, 38
bromine, 12, 45
buds (caper), 26
bullies, 44

C

canopy, 54
carnation, 63
catkin, 29
cave, 76
cavern, 54, 70
cedars, 13
cells, 61
cerebellum, 13
chaffinches, 45
chamomile, 58
chamomile (wild), 21
chemicals (drifting), 26
chicory, 13, 20, 52
child, 50, 66, 67

child (encapsulated), 49
childhood, 37, 67
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childlike, 60
children, 18, 21, 25, 34,
76,77

children (in the
yard), 25

children (of the
wounded), 24
chimeras, 27
chlorine, 55
chrome, 65
chromosomes, 27
cicadas 13, 49, 50
cities, 54
clay (unmoulded), 57
clothes, 21
cloud, 38, 41, 42, 56, 66
clouds, 20, 54
clouds’, 59, 71
clover (white), 21
coal (mountain), 51
coals, 38

coals (live), 38
coastline, 23
cobalt, 40
coffins, 21,
comet (Halley’s), 18
computer, 76
corpse, 21
countries, 16
cove, 20
cranes, 23
creature, 22
crystal, 21, 49

crystal (clear), 51
crystalline, 70
cypresses, 13

D

day (breezy), 30
dead, 27
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dioxin, 14, 54
dog 18, 26, 34, 67, 75
dolls, 14, 21
dolls (skin), 21
dove 14, 23, 69, 70, 71
doves (petrified), 57
dove (rock), 26
doves (traffic-worn),
41
dreamer, 34
dreamers, 14,21, 73
drizzle, 21
dryrot, 21, 42
ducks, 15, 46
dust, 29, 52, 76
dust (Milky way’s), 51
duststorms, 23

E

eagle, 67
ear, 43
earth, 19, 22, 23, 28, 56, 63,
76
earth (flowerless), 55
Earth, 23
earthly, 22, 56
earthside, 45
earthy, 30
egg, 45, 52, 71
egg (lark’s), 52
egrets, 23
elk, 15
elms, 15
embryo, 73
Eniwok, 31
equation, 33
evening, 29
eye (human), 41

F

face, 61



factory, 66
fall (early), 22
father, 66
fathers, 44
feather, 41, 57, 71
feet, 60
fence, 76
fields, 38, 54, 77
Finland, 65
Finnmark, 65
fire, 51, 53, 62
fire (atomic), 25
fire (north star’s), 53
fireweed, 17
fish, 16, 26
flames, 76
flax, 18
fleeces 16
flocks 26
point (flowering), 62
flowers, 18, 35, 59
foam, 59
fog, 60
fogs, 18
forest, 38, 42, 50, 54, 75
fossilised, 43
fossils, 73
frozen, 57
fruit, 16, 34, 54
fruits (of love), 27

G

garden, 28, 76
gardens, 18, 28, 66, 76
geese 17

goat, 17

goods (earthly), 44
gorse, 17
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gourds, 17
grain, 43
grandmother, 29
grass, 17, 45, 54
grass (quaking), 23
grass blades, 52
grasses (dry tundra), 21
gravel, 17, 67
grazing, 46
ground, 26, 67
groundwater, 22
guest, 34,
gulls 70
guns, 17
gyrfalcons 23

H

hair, 60

half-moon, 18

hands, 60

happiness (human), 71

harbour, 70

hares 18

harvest, 18

hawk, 41, 58

haze, 47, 56
haze (birches’), 49
haze (heliocentric), 18
haze (ticking), 22

hazel, 19

heart, 60, 61, 71

hearts, 74

hedge, 45

helicopter, 18

henbane, 18

herd, 39

hermetic writing, 18

herons, 16, 23



heron (night) 23
herons (fisherbird), 16, 23
hillslope, 19
horse 18
horticulture, 18
hostage, 74
house, 67
houses, 67
human, 34, 73
human skin, 18
hyacinthic, 19
hydrogen, 12, 33, 47

Icarus, 21
Icarus-children, 21
ice, 20, 36, 60, 64
ice (stone-mountain’s), 51
ice ages, 20, 62
ice-light, 20
iceplant, 21, 52
insects 22, 49, 62
ionized, 22
iron, 23
isle (windgrown), 51
isotopes, 40

J

jacaranda, 23
jasmine, 23
jasper, 23
Jesus, 23

jet planes, 23
jewel, 51
Judas’s, 23
jungle 74
junipers, 15

K
kale, 27
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keys (elm), 33
killers, 14

kingfisher, 20
knotgrass, 26

L

lake, 50
lake (icelocked), 51
lake[‘s] (innermost depths), 20
lambs, 21
landscapes, 21
lantana, 20
lapwings, 36
lark, 52, 57
leaves, 18, 25, 26, 42, 45, 57, 59, 76
lichen, 42
life (inalienable), 26
light, 25, 49, 58, 65, 66
light (identical), 21
lightning, 60
lightstorms, 60
lips, 60
livestock 26
lotus, 33
lungs, 61, 71
lychees, 27

M

machines, 75
Madonna, 39
maize, 44
mankind, 44
man’s, 55
maps, 73
marble, 44
marshes, 42
masses (land), 23
meadow, 36, 55
meadow (sweet-scented), 55
Mediterranean, 64



melon (green), 44
membrane, 52
membranes, 73
metal, 44, 50, 66
metal (tarnished), 50
Milky Way, 23
moa 44

moa (extinct), 44
moon, 27, 44

moon (full), 75
mortals, 56
mountain, 44
mountains, 45
mouse 54
mud, 41, 42
mugwort, 17
muscles, 61
mussels 59

N

narwhal 63

nerves, 61

nest, 23

nests (building) 42
nest (building) 58
nest(less) 6

nettle, 55, 63

new moon, 63

newspaper, 67

nightingale, 63

nightjar, 63

nights (zinc-white), 22

nightshade, 61

Nike, 62

North Pole, 64

Novaya Zemlya, 31

(0)

oaks, 15
ocean (Arctic), 31
olives, 26

orchard, 16
ore, 44
osprey, 16
owl 17, 63

owl, (tawny) 63
oxygen, 20, 21, 71
oxygen (eddies of), 20

P

Pacific Ocean, 64
parents, 34
parrot 41

parrot (gray) 41
particles, 74
patch (kale), 27
pearl, 59
pearls, 36
peat, 21

people, 26, 30, 36, 39, 49, 66, 67

permafrost, 51
person, (dead), 50, 51
plain (high), 28
plain’s (high), 51
planet, 74

planet (tilting of), 22

plantation, 41
plants, 59
platform , 67
plums, 57
poison, 18
pollen, 21, 56

pollen (bits), 21
poppies, 38
potatoes, 25, 30, 31
primrose, 63
products of fission, 16
province, 66, 67
ptarmigans, 16

R

radiation (computer), 76
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rain, 21, 36, 38, 58, 68, 69, 71, 76

rainbow, 21

rainbow’s, 51

raindrop, 42

raining, 69

raven, 57

Reflections, (human), 55

reindeer, 46

rhubarb, 28

rivers, 58

Romania, 65

roots, 19, 23, 42, 66
roots (hazel), 19
roots (ironwood’s), 23

rootstock, 56

root system, 52

roses, 56

rot (dry), 42

S

Sakharov group, 31
salt, 26
salt (Jesus of), 23
salty, 37
sand, 54
sandstorm’s, 43
seas (polar), 20
season, 34
seaweed, 59
sea’s (primal), 43
seed, 35, 62

seed (galactic), 22
sex, 60
shafts (mine), 44
sheep 16, 39, 45
shells, 59
shepherd's, 18
ships, 73
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shoal, 44
shore, 46, 51, 54
shoreline, 46
shores (farthest), 32
shrubs, 54
sick, 27
silt, 41
silver, 50
skeleton, 60
skies, 51
skin, 60, 73
skull, 60
sky, 20, 22, 25, 35, 54, 59, 62, 66
sky (chicory), 20
sky (ice-turquoise), 46
sleepwalkers’, 52
slime-trails, 55
slugs, 36, 55
slugs (black), 36
smoking, 76
snow, 35, 45, 50, 51, 57, 60, 74
snowbanks, 58
solace, (human), 58
soldiers, 27, 39, 44
South Atlantic, 64
South Pole, 64
Soviet Union, 65
space, 51
space (alien), 47
sparrow, 23, 58, 67
spider, 15
spires (grassblades’), 51
Spitzbergen, 64
spores, 36
spring (dried-up), 27
springtime, 29
squawroot, 42
stalks, 59



starfish, 59

star (morningpale), 55

stars, 51, 53, 58, 76

stars’ (cores), 47

steam, 31

steamboat, 41

stillborn, 24

stone, 42, 43, 56, 57, 58, 75
stone (sun-dried), 34

stones, 29, 46

stoneskies, 18

stranger, 66

strawberries, 23

streams (March), 20

streets, 66

street-trees, 66

styx, 20

summer, 28, 34, 57, 60, 66
summer (early), 33
summer (gossamer)
summer (luxuriant), 54
summer (ordinary), 24

summer-grey, 74

sun, 23, 38, 45, 63, 66, 74, 75
sun (midnight), 50

sunburst, 52

sunlight, 36, 37, 45, 58, 62

sunlight’s, 52

surface (earth’s), 73

sweetgrass, 16

T

tears, 36, 61

tears (vale of), 22
teeth, 60
Teller (group), 31
wounded, 24
thicket, 39, 63
thunder, 60

tideline, 59

tomatoes, 26

tongue, 61

trail, 51

train, 38, 67, 68

traveller, 49

tree, 17, 33, 42, 54, 67, 76
tree
tree
tree
tree

ash), 1
bark), 2
birch), 1
tree cedar)
tree chestnut) 35
tree(citrus), 13 66
tree (elder)
tree (el )
tree (fig), 1
tree (fruit), 16 21
tree (oak), 1
treetops, 60
turkey, 65
TV, 67

U

ultrasounds, 22

v

vetch, 21
village, 75
violets, 60
virus, 21
vortex, 43

w

.~~~ o~ o~ o~

apricot) 11,16, 28, 34
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water, 20, 23, 26, 32, 34, 41, 44, 45, 54, 59,

64, 66, 74, 75, 76

water (frost-stricken), 46
waterfall (clear), 56
water-thyme, 21
waves, 59
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waves (of the Arctic ocean), 31
waves (of the Pacific), 31
we, 20
weather, 66
weather (ordinary), 30
wheat, 18, 56, 60
wheatfields, 18,19
widow 15
widows, 15
wind, 21, 25, 41, 58, 59, 63, 67, 76
winds (poisonous), 56
windblown, 73
Wingless 55,62
wings 45, 55, 62, 69
winter, 60
woman’s, 55
women, 17
Wood-sorrel, 60
worm, 41
yard, 25
yard (back), 17
zenith, 62
zinc, 22
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