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AN
INTRODUCTION

In the decisions to take up "Science" as
our category for experimental indexing,
we noted the challenges that would face
us during our stretch of research. When
discussing the realm of possibilities of
indexing, Mr. Skillen summed it
perfectly: "Gosh, science is big!" And it is
indeed big. When considering science,
one must consider all of the sciences
including but not limited to: forensics,
biology, chemistry, psychology,
meteorology, astronomy, botany,
ecology, and taxonomy. 
 
We believe that this experimental index
is both well-compiled in its attempt to
bring to light the references to the
scientific world in Christensen's
literature, as well as essential in
grasping a well-rounded comprehension
of the poem as a whole.
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READING 
REFLECTION

science in everything. There are a plethora of scientific references in and
throughout this poetry. A healthy knowledge of the sciences in this poem, most
notably the field of taxonomy, gave us all a better grasp of the huge array of
animals and species within this poem. Bill Nye once said, "Science is the key to
our future," but we have discovered that science, in the light of Christensen's
thoughts of its effects on nature and our world, is the key to so much more.
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Reading through the lens of
science puts a completely new
twist on viewing this poem. As
students at Georgia Tech,
many of us have come to this
university with a mindset of
research and the study of
scientific fields. Reading into a
poem with the express
purpose of discovering
science helped create comfort
with a work of literature and a
place where we could find
ourselves in our element. We
have learned that there is
most certainly  

FIGURE 1.

The figure reflects the amount
of scientific words indexed on each
page in Christensen's alphabet.

Frequency of Scientific Reference 



INDEX: A-B
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A
aborted 27
air 7, 33 (2), 41, 52, 54, 58, 67 (2), 73, 59, 71
alien 34, 47
Anemones 60
animals 44, 49, 54, 58, 76
apple 35
apricot 11, 16, 29 (2), 34, 35
Apricot Tree 28, 34
Apricot Trees 11, 16
apricots 16, 29
Archaeopteryx 56
Ash Tree 17
Atom bombs 24. See also cobalt-60 isotope
Atomic Fire 25
atomise 54

B
baby 26
backs 16, 23
Balsam 52
bark 42
Bat's ears of jade 22
beach 46
beaks 45
beating 60
Beeches 60
being 38, 40, 51, 62, 63, 73
berries 26
big 49
binding 36
Bindweed 57

Birch Tree 17
Birch 17, 29, 42, 45
Birches 46,49
bird 26, 28, 41, 42, 48, 76
birds 16, 25, 49, 54
black 16, 28, 36, 67
Black 65
Blackberries 12, 18, 39
blood 57, 60
bloom 34, 66
bloomed 35
blooms 28, 52
blossoms 21
blue 16, 18, 20, 23, 29, 32, 52, 56, 

57
bluish 71
bodies 46, 73
body 37
boil 31
boiling 74
bomb 23
bombs 24, 30, 40
bones 21
born 28, 36, 53
Bracken 12, 18, 36 (2), 71
brain 47, 55, 60
brains 18
branch 76
branches 17, 28
breezy 30
Bromine 12, 45
brown 36
brownish 26, 71
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buds 26
burned 55, 77

C
cancer 21
Cankers 26
canopy’s 54
capacity 40
Caper 26
Carnation 63
Catkins 29
cavern 54
caverns 70
Cedar Tree 17
Cedars 13
cell 62
cells 61
cells’ 44
Cerebellum 13
Chaffinches 45
Chamomile 21, 58
chance 41
chemical 17
chemicals 26
Chemistry

atom bombs 24
bomb 23
bombs 24, 30, 40
Bromine 12, 45
chemical 17
chemicals 26

Chlorine 55
chrome 65
Chromium 13, 20
Cobalt 40
Cobalt bombs 40
Cobalt-60 isotopes 40
decay 19
defoliants 54
diffuse 55
Dioxin 14, 54
dissolved 22, 45
dissolves 37
fission 16
flames 76
half-life 40, 42
hydrogen 12, 30, 47. See
also bomb
ionized 22
isotopes 40
metal 44, 50, 66
poison 18
poisonous 17, 54, 56
radiation 76. See also bomb
silver 50
Zinc 22

Chestnut 35
Chestnut Trees 35
Chicory 13, 20, 52
childhood 37, 67
childhood’s 76
children 18, 21, 24, 25, 34 76,
77
Chlorine 55
chrome 65
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Chromium 13, 20
chromosomes 27. See also embryo
Cicadas 13, 20, 49, 50
Cicadas’ 20
circles 32, 59
Citrus 13, 66
Citrus Trees 13, 66
clay 57
clear 45, 51, 56
cloud 38, 41, 42, 66
clouds 20, 54, 56, 59, 
clouds’ 71
Clover 21
coal 52
Coals 38
Coastline 23
Cobalt 40
Cobalt bombs 40
Cobalt-60 isotopes 40
cold 49, 60, 70
colonies 16
colour 16, 58
colours 71
congealed 56
consciousness 74
contagious 73
cores 47
Cranes 23
crystal 21, 49, 51
crystalline 70
crystals 21
cypresses 13

D
dark 57, 62
darkness 21, 44, 60. See also
light
daylight 58
day 30 (3)
days 14
dead 24 (2), 27, 29, 50, 51, 73
death 14 (2), 26, 43, 50, 53, 54, 

56 (2), 60 (2), 71
decay 19
defoliants 54
dew 22
die 27, 30 (2), 35, 42
dies 76
diffuse 55
Dioxin 14, 54
disappears 37, 66
dissolved 22, 45
dissolves 37
dog 18, 34, 75
dogs 26, 67
doves 14 (3), 21, 23, 26, 41, 57 

(2), 69 (3), 70 (5), 71 (2)
doves' 69
dries up 28
drops 71, 73
dry 21, 42, 67
dust 29 (2), 52, 76
duststorms 23
Dwarf Birch 42
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E
eagle 67
ear 43
earth 19, 22, 23 (2), 28, 47, 55, 63, 76
Earth 23 (7), 63. See also planet
earthly 22, 44, 56
earth’s 73
earthside 45
Earthworm 23
earthy 30
edible 33
effects 40
egg 52, 71
eggs 45
Egrets 23
Eider Duck 46
Eider Ducks 15
Elk 15
Elm 33, 57
Elm Tree 57
Elms 15
embryo 73
empty 27, 50, 67
endless 27
endlessly 52
equation 33
erased 41
errors 16
evening 26, 29, 32, 37, 57, 63, 65, 68, 74
experiments 31 (3)

F

dying 24, 30, 51, 74 expression 33
expressionless 28
eye 41, 52, 58, 69, 72
eyes 21, 53, 75
 

falcons 6, 16
fall 15, 75
feather 71 (2)
feathering 57
feathers 63
feet 70
fields 54
Fig Trees 16
figures 38
fire 52, 53, 62
firewood 17
fish 26
Fisherbird Herons 16, 23
fission 16
flames 76
flash 30
flight 45, 54, 55, 69
flocks 26
flower 35, 46
flowering 62
flowerless 55
flowers 59
foam 59
fogs 18, 60
food 70
forehead 73
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G

fronds 36
frost-stricken 46
frozen 56
fruit 16, 29 (2), 34, 54
fruit Trees 16, 21
fruits 27

galactic 22
garden 76
gardens 66
given limits 17
glass 53
goats 17
gorse 17
gourds 17
grain 43
grass 17, 23, 45, 54
grassblades’ 52
gravel 67
green 39, 44
green blackberries 39
grey 41
grey-blue 16
greying 57
greyish 71
greylag geese 17
greylags 17
greylight 21
greywhite 57
groundwater 22
growth 27

gulls 70
gusts 38
gyrfalcons 23

H
hair 60
hairs 52
half-life 40, 42
half-lives 19
half-moon 18
half-smothered 41
Halley’s Comet 18
hare 76
hares 18
harm 40
harmful 40
hawk 41, 58
haze 47, 49, 56
hazel 19
heart 19, 23(2), 42, 57, 60
hearts 74
hedge 45
hedge Sparrows 23
helicopter 18
heliocentric 18
herons 23 (2)
high 52
honey 19
horse 18
horticulture 18
human 34, 41, 71, 73
human skin 18

Image courtesy of Universitytoday.com
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I
hyaeinthic 19
hydrogen 12, 30, 47. 

ibis 20
ice 20 (3), 21, 36, 52, 60, 64
ice ages 62
ice drifts 64 (2)
ice-light 21 (2)
ice-turquoise 46
icelocked 52
iceplant 21
iceplant’s 52
icily 36
impossible 26 (2)
inhale 33
insects 22
insects 49, 62
invisibility 22
invisible 28
invisibly 48
ionized 22
iris 21
iron 23 (2)
ironwood 23
isle 52
isotopes 40

jacaranda 23
Jade 22
Jasmine 23
Jasper 23
jerking 28
jet planes 23
Junipers 15

J

K
kale 27
Kingfisher 20 (2)
knotgrass 26
knowledge 19

L
Lacewings 20
lake 20, 22, 50, 52
lambs 21
land masses 23
Lapwings 36
Lark 57
Latanas 20
leaf 42, 76
leaflessy 55
leaves 18, 25, 26, 45, 57, 59
lichen 42
life 19, 26, 30, 31, 33, 43, 69, 74
light 17, 21, 42, 45, 49, 58, 63, 65
light-chasm’s 52

Image courtesy of bestbuy.com
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Llghtness 33
lightning 60
lightstorms 60
limits 26
lips 60
little 50
live 38, 41, 42, 74
livestock 26
looking 38
Lotus 33
love 26 (2), 27
lungs 60, 71
Lychees 27

machines 75
Mackerel 44
magnified 39
maize 44
manna 33
meadow 55
melon 44
melts 36
membrane 52
membranes 73
memory 15
metal 44, 50, 66
Meteorology

air 7, 33 (2), 41, 52, 54, 58, 59,
67 (2), 71, 73
breezy 30
cloud 38, 41, 42, 66

M

clouds 20, 54, 56, 59
clouds' 71
dew 22
dry 21, 42, 67
duststorms 23
fall 15, 75
frost-stricken 47
frozen 56
lightening 60
lightstorms 60
mist 46
misty 42
permafrost 52
rain 21, 36, 38, 58, 68, 69 (3),
70, 71 (3), 72, 76 (2)
rainbow 21, 42
rainbow's 52
raindrop 42
raining 69
seasons 34
skies 52
sky 20, 22 (2), 25, 35, 46, 54,
59, 62, 66, 67
snow 35 (6), 36, 45, 50, 52, 57,
60, 74
spring 27
springtime 29
storm 41
strata 71
thunder 60
vortex 43
warmed 53
warmth 16
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weather 30, 66
wet 67
wind 17, 21, 25, 41, 52, 58, 59,
63, 67, 76
windless 46
winds 56
winter 60

midnight 48, 50
Milky Way 23
Milky Way’s 52
mirror 37, 42
mirrors 55
mist 46
misty 42
moment 28
Moon 27, 44, 75
moss 44
mother 37
mountains 45, 52
mouse 54
Mugwort 17
muscles 60
mussels 59

N
nails 60
Naos 62
Narwhal 63 (2)
natural 69
nerves 60
nest-building 58

nests 42
New Moon 63 (2)
Nightingale 63
nights 22 (4), 62, 63
nightshade 62
North Star’s 53
nothing 29, 30, 40, 41, 43
notice 30
numbers 24

O
Oak Tree 17
Oaks 15
obliterated 41
oblivion 42
olives 26
ore 44
Ospreys 16
Owls 17
Oxygen 20 (6), 21, 71

P
panic 36
parrot 41
particles 57
patient 37
pearl 59
pearls 36
Peat 21
people 54

Image courtesy of timeanddate.com
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radiation 76
rain 21, 36, 38, 58, 68, 69 (3), 70, 

71 (3), 72, 76 (2)
rainbow 21, 42
rainbow’s 52
raindrop 42
raining 69
Raven 57

real 32 (4), 35
reflected 42, 43
reflections 55
Reindeer 46
remember 26 (3), 30, 36
remote control 16
Rhubarb 28
Rime 21
ripening 60
river 23
rivers 58
rock 52, 56, 66
rootless 26
roots 42
rootstock 56
Roses 56
rot 54

R

permafrost 52
petrified 57
pickled 26
pink 18
planet 22, 74
plants 59
plumed 59
plums 57
poison 18
poisonous 17, 54, 56
Polar Bears 20
Polar Seas 20 (2)
pollen 21, 56
Poppies 38
porous 55
Potatoes 25, 30, 31
powder 26
precision 17
primal 43
Primrose 63 (2)
Ptarmigans 16

S
Sakharov group 31. See also bomb
salt 23, 44
salted 30
salty 37
sand 43, 54
Sandstorm’s Vortex 43
season 34
seaweed 59
sea’s swarm of beginnings 43
secretions 59
see 69
seed 35

Image courtesy of Amazon.com
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space 22
sparrow 67
sparrows 58
spiders 15
spores 36
Spring 27
Springtime 29
Squawroot 42
stalks 59
star 55
Starfish 59
starling 57
stars 47, 52, 58, 76 (2)
steam 30
steamboat 41
steaming 53
stone 42, 43, 56, 57
stone-mountain’s 52
stones 6, 58
storm 41
strata 71
strawberries 23
streams 20
Summer 66
Summer-grey 74
Summerworm 55
Sun 20, 22, 38, 45, 52, 63, 66, 74, 

75
sunburst’s 52
sunlight 36, 37, 45, 58
sunlight’s 52
Swallows 59
sweet-scented 55

sex 60
sexless 55
shadow 42
shadows 18, 38, 66
sheep 38, 39, 45
shells 59
shining 32, 42
shore 54
shoreline 46
shrubs 54
sick 27
sickness 26
silence 29
Silver 50
skeleton 60
skies 52
skin 60, 73
skull 60
sky 20, 22 (2), 25, 35, 46, 54, 59, 

62, 66, 67
sky-blue 56
slicing 60
slime-trails 55
slow 28
slugs 28, 36, 55
small 53, 56
snow 35 (6), 36, 45, 50, 52, 57, 

60, 74
snowbanks 58
soft 53
soot 57
sound 27, 32, 36, 60, 67
sounds 29

Image courtesy of GraphicArtNews.com
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T
tails 16
Tawny Owl 63 (2) 
teeth 60
think 42
thinks 42
thirst 71
threads 59
thunder 60
tideline 59
time 36
tomatoes 26
tongue 60
tooth 50
transferable 33
tree 25, 27, 28, 29, 33 (2), 34, 35, 42, 54, 66, 76
treetops 60
tremors 23
Tundra Grasses 21

U
ultrasounds 22. See also embryo
unreality 32

V
vanish 26, 28
vanishing 26 (4)
vetch 21
vinegar 15
virus 21
vision 60

vortex 43

W
warmed 53
warmth 16
water 20, 23, 26 (2), 32, 34, 41, 44, 46, 54, 59, 

64 (4), 65, 66, 71, 74, 75, 76
Water-Thyme 21
waterfall 56
waves 31, 59
weather 30, 66
weekday 19
wet 67
wheat 18, 56, 60
wheatfields 18, 19
white 17, 18, 21 (9), 22 (3), 34, 47, 69, 72, 75
whitegold 60
whitish 71
wild 21, 28, 58
wind 17, 21, 25, 41, 52, 58, 59, 63, 67, 76
windgrown 52
windless 46
winds 56
wingless 55, 62
wings 21, 45, 69
winter 60
withering 26
Wood-Sorrel 60
world 6, 32, 34, 40, 63, 70
worm 41
worn 28

Image courtesy of Wikipedia.com
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X
Xenology

alien 34, 47
colonies 16
experiments 31 (3)
galactic 22
Halley's Comet 18
heliocentric 18
life 19, 26, 30, 31, 33, 43,
69, 70
Milky Way 23
Milky Way's 52
Moon 27, 44, 75
New Moon 63 (2)
North Star 53
planet 22, 74
Sandstrom's Vortex 43
space 22
star 55

Z
Zinc 22

Image courtesy of Phys.org


