
CREATIVE NONFICTION: 20TH AND 21ST CENTURY WOMEN’S NONFICTION 
 

COURSE INFORMATION 
 

Course ID: EH 393/394    Instructor: Dr. Nick Sturm 
Semester: Spring 2017    Office:  HUMB 277 
Classroom: HUMB 266    Office Hours: W 11am-4pm / by appt. 
Time:  MWF 10:10-11am   Contact:  nsturm@southalabama.edu  
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

This beginning-level creative nonfiction workshop will engage with a range of 20th- and 21st-
century texts by women writers to explore and experiment in the nonfiction genre. What aesthetic, 
cultural, and political questions are raised by modern and contemporary women writers? How can 
we, as beginning writers, read the feminist innovations of the last 100 years? Students will generate 
their own short works of creative nonfiction, write book reviews, and complete one substantial piece 
of nonfiction. The reading list includes: Virginia Woolf, Kate Zambreno, Molly Brodak, Roxane 
Gay, Maggie Nelson, Theresa Hak Cha, Bhanu Kapil, Audre Lorde, Mina Loy, Eileen Myles, and 
others. 
 

COURSE OUTCOMES 
 

Students will leave this class with a new understanding of the critical and imaginative processes of 
reading and writing creative nonfiction and a knowledgeable background in the primary issues of 
20th and 21st century aesthetics and history related to nonfiction by women writers. At the end of the 
semester each student will have a sizable portfolio of work from which to cull further creative-
critical projects on topics such as gender, sexuality, and feminist and queer theory. 
 

COURSE TEXTS 
 

A Room of One’s Own, Virginia Woolf; Heroines, Kate Zambreno; Bandit, Molly Brodak; Bad Feminist, 
Roxane Gay; The Argonauts, Maggie Nelson; Dictee, Theresa Hak Cha; Schizophrene, Bhanu Kapil;  

The Sky Isn’t Blue, Janice Lee 
*Various supplementary materials in the form of hyperlinks or PDFs 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS  
 

• Complete all assigned readings and assignments on time 

• Participate actively, relevantly, and respectfully in class discussion and workshop 

• Write continually 
 

GRADING DISTRIBUTION 
 

Sketches:   200 Points (40 each)  Class Presentation:  50 Points 
Questionnaires/Reviews:  200 Points (25 each) Final Project:   150 Points 
 
 

SKETCHES 



 

These short works of creative nonfiction, written through generative exercises, mimetic prompts, or 
critical engagements, will be assigned on a class-by-class basis. Worth 40 points each for a total of 
200 points. Late assignments will be penalized 15 points for each additional class. It is your 
responsibility to print copies of your poems for all students and the instructor (per instructions). 
 

QUESTIONNAIRES/REVIEWS 

 
The questionnaires are brief, detailed questions meant to help you generate specific, idiosyncratic 
reactions to the reading material before our initial class discussion on each text. Think of them as 
informal preparations for critical papers on each book. There are between three to six questions per 
questionnaire and are due as noted on each sheet. You will be assigned 5 Questionnaires. Reviews 
are exercises in writing formal book reviews. You will be assigned 3 reviews. Finished questionnaires 
and reviews will not be accepted by email; they must be printed. Worth 25 points each for a total of 
200 points. Late assignments will be penalized 10 points for each additional class. 
 

FINAL PROJECT 
 

The final project will be a substantial work of creative nonfiction. The genre and form will be 
determined by the scope of the project and the student’s subject/interests. Worth 150 points. Due at 
the end of the semester.  

 

CLASS PRESENTATION 

 
15-minute presentation on a main text from the course. See assignment sheet for details. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Attendance in this course is integral to your success and education. I do not differentiate between 
“excused” and “unexcused” absences. If you are not present in class, you are absent. However, you 
are only afforded two penalty-free absences this semester. After you miss the third class meeting, 
each successive absence will result in the reduction of your final grade by one full letter grade. If you 
are tardy, you may be counted absent. Work missed due to tardiness cannot be made up. If you are 
physically present, but either fail to participate in the class discussion or are obviously unprepared 
for class, you may be counted absent. Also note: no electronic devices are to be used in the 
classroom: no cell phones, no computers, etc., unless I have granted you specific permission. 

 

ACADEMIC DISRUPTION POLICY 

 
USA’s policy regarding Academic Disruption is found in The Lowdown, the student handbook. 
http://www.southalabama.edu/lowdown/academicdisruption.shtml “Disruptive academic behavior 
is defined as individual or group conduct that interrupts or interferes with any educational activity or 
environment, infringes upon the rights and privileges of others, results in or threatens the 
destruction of property and/or is otherwise prejudicial to the maintenance of order in an academic 
environment.” 
 

STUDENT ACADEMIC CONDUCT POLICY 

http://www.southalabama.edu/lowdown/academicdisruption.shtml


 
USA’s policy regarding Student Academic Conduct Policy is found in The Lowdown, the student 
handbook. http://www.southalabama.edu/lowdown/academicconductpolicy.shtml: “The 
University of South Alabama is a community of scholars in which the ideals of freedom of inquiry, 
freedom of thought, freedom of expression, and freedom of the individual are sustained. The 
University is committed to supporting the exercise of any right guaranteed to individuals by the 
Constitution and the Code of Alabama and to educating students relative to their responsibilities.”  
 
Violation of this policy, including plagiarism, may result in a failing grade, dismissal from the course, 
and/or disciplinary action from the University. Plagiarism and other forms of cheating are academic 
matters; accordingly, no credit will be given for work in which they are involved. In addition, 
incidents of this nature may be reported to other appropriate authorities for further disciplinary 
action. Students may learn about the meaning of plagiarism and how to avoid it at the following link: 
http://www.southalabama.edu/univlib/instruction/plagiarismforstudents.html. 
 

ADA STATEMENT 

 
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, students with bona fide disabilities will be 
afforded reasonable accommodations. The Office of Special Student Services (OSSS) will certify a 
disability and advise faculty members of reasonable accommodations. If you have a specific disability 
that qualifies you for academic accommodations, please notify the instructor/professor and provide 
certification from the Office of Special Student Services. OSSS is located at 5828 Old Shell Road at 
Jaguar Drive, (251-460-7212). 
 

TITLE IX 

 
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 is a federal law that prohibits sex discrimination in 
education. It reads: “No person in the United States shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded from 
participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any education 
program or activity receiving Federal financial assistance.” --Legal Citation: Title IX of the 
Education Amendments of 1972, and its implementing regulation at 34 C.F.R. Part 106 (Title IX) 

Sex discrimination includes sexual harassment and sexual violence. 

For students (except College of Medicine students): 
Dr. Michael Mitchell, Vice President and Dean of Students  
Student Center, Room 245; (251) 460-6172; mmitchell@southalabama.edu 

UNIVERSITY WRITING CENTER 

 
The University Writing Center, located in Academic Services Center, Marx Library, and Alpha Hall 
South, provides assistance with writing to students of any discipline, both face-to-face and online. 
The University Writing Center is an instructional facility that focuses on helping students improve 
their writing skills, rather than simply editing papers. Students may receive help with any type of 
writing task at any stage of the writing process, including understanding assignments, brainstorming, 
organization, development, and revision. For more information, please call (251) 460-6480 or visit 
the Writing Center's webpage at http://www.southalabama.edu/writing/. 

 

COURSE SCHEDULE 

http://www.southalabama.edu/lowdown/academicconductpolicy.shtml
http://www.southalabama.edu/univlib/instruction/plagiarismforstudents.html
mailto:mmitchell@southalabama.edu
http://www.southalabama.edu/writing/


 

Except for changes that substantially affect implementation of the evaluation (grading) 

statement, this syllabus is a guide for the course and is subject to change with advance notice. 

 

 

WEEK ONE – January 9-13  
M Introduction to Course 
 
W “Feminist Manifesto” by Mina Loy, “When Our Lips Speak Together” by 

Luce Irigary, “One is Not Born a Woman” by Monique Wittig 
 
F “Mapping the Feminist Imagination” by Nancy Fraser, “Gender Work: 

Feminism after Neoliberalism” by Robin Goodman 
  

WEEK TWO – January 16-20 
M NO CLASS – MLK DAY A Room of One’s Own by Virginia Woolf, chapters 

1-2; Questionnaire #1 due 
 
W A Room of One’s Own, chapters 3-4 
 
F A Room of One’s Own, chapters 5-6; Sketch #1 due 
 

WEEK THREE – January 23-27 
M Heroines by Kate Zambreno, Part 1; Questionnaire #2 due 
 
W Heroines, Part 1 
 
F  Heroines, Part 1 

 
WEEK FOUR – January 30-February 3 

M Heroines, Part 2 
 
W Heroines, Part 2; Sketch #2 due 
 
F  Heroines, Part 2 
 

WEEK FIVE – February 6-10 
M Bandit by Molly Brodak, pg 1-56 
 
W Bandit, pg 57-110 
 
F  Bandit, pg 111-153 
 

WEEK SIX – February 13-17 
M Bandit, pg 154-263 
 
W Bandit, pg 264-299 



 
F  Workshop Book Review #1 draft (1,250 words) 
 

WEEK SEVEN – February 20-24 
M Sketch #3 due; MOLLY BRODAK READING @ 4pm, Archaeology 

Museum 
 
W Book Review #1 due 
 
F  No Class; Final project proposals due via email 
 

WEEKS EIGHT – February 27-March 3 
M Bad Feminist by Roxane Gay 
 
W Bad Feminist 
 
F  Bad Feminist 
 

WEEK NINE – March 6-10 
M Bad Feminist; Questionnaire # 3 due 
 
W “Iceland” and “Long and Social” by Eileen Myles 
 
F  “The Uses of the Erotic” by Audre Lorde 
 

WEEK TEN – March 20-24 
M The Argonauts by Maggie Nelson; Book Review #2 due 
 
W The Argonauts 
 
F  The Argonauts 
 

WEEK ELEVEN – March 27-31 
M Dictee by Theresa Hak Kyung Cha; Sketch #4 due 
 
W Dictee 
 
F  Dictee 
 

WEEK TWELVE –  April 3-7 
M The Sky Isn’t Blue by Janice Lee, pg 1-70; Questionnaire #4 due 
 
W The Sky Isn’t Blue, pg 71-131 
 
F  The Sky Isn’t Blue, pg 132-223 
 

WEEK THIRTEEN – April 10-14 
M “The Poetics of Disobedience” by Alice Notley; Book Review #3 due 



 
W JANICE LEE READING @ 4pm, Archaeology Museum 
 
F  “Time in the Codex” by Lisa Robertson 
 

WEEK FOURTEEN – April 17-21 
M Schizophrene by Bhanu Kapil; Questionnaire #5 due 
 
W Schizophrene 
 
F Schizophrene; Sketch #5 due 
 

WEEK FIFTEEN – April 24-28 
M from The Autobiography of Alice B. Toklas by Gertrude Stein 
 
W  “Women and Creativity” by Simone de Beauvoir 

 
F  Final Project due 
 

FINAL EXAM WEEK May 1-4  
 
 


